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Setting the context
Defining a problem
Regionalization




Context: Global Trade in animals and food

e Food is not only a necessity;
e Food is also culture, diversity, lifestyle;
* Food sector has many jobs and many SME's;

* Fostering the Agri-Food Sector is important
for all countries;

* Trade is not a zero sum game: there is
opportunity for win-win.




Challenge: Trade needs predictability

Transparent, predictable trade condititions
are a pre-requisite to justify investment,.

International rules and guidance create
predictability...

... if they are applied — which is easier said
than done.




Merchandise trade 2016 - Main trade partner by reporter

— EU-28 as first trade partner

| US as first trade partner
China as first trade partner
Brazil as first trade partner

Total trade i.e. exports + imports
Source : IMF DOTS.

The EU is its own, an important trade partner 5
N




The problem of animal diseases and trade

All countries are confronted occasionally or
regularly with outbreaks of animal diseases.

The economic damage caused by the

disease itself and the eradication measures
is unavoidable.

The damage caused by trade restrictions
can be minimised.




The EU veterinary policy

e A comprehensive veterinary control system
e Use of regionalization
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The main elements of EU policy on animal diseases

« Harmonised EU legislation;

o National legislation and contingency plans;

« Networks of EU and National laboratories;

o Disease Notification and Traceability;

e Rapid decision-making in case of emergency;
e Pooled resources if necessary;

o High level of resilience

e Audits, Transparency, and Peer Pressure.




Regionalization/zoning in the EU context

Regionalization is applied in the EU in line with OIE and as
an integral element of the EU comprehensive strategy
aimed at:

- ensuring the best possible disease control

- minimize the negative impact of disease outbreaks on
the EU single market (intra-EU trade) and on exports,
without lowering the level of safety of the commodities
that are traded/exported (SPS agreement principles)




Regionalization in the EU: trust



Main elements of regionalisation in the EU

» National measures / contingency plans based
on EU Directives on individual diseases

» Disease control measures are applied in the
concerned area

» Flexible approach necessary:
» Disease specific approach (e.qg. vector disease or not)
» geographical factors
» environmental factors

» Stamping-out of animals in the infected farms
and dangerous contact / neighbouring farms




Regionalisation in the EU:
the disease control

» Establishment of 1-3-10-150 Km restricted (protection and
surveillance) zones depending on risk/disease characteristics

> Wildlife considered

» Tracing/Epidemiological investigations
» Additional Surveillance and Testing

» Emergency vaccination possible




Regionalisation in the EU:
further measures

« When necessary: by European Commission

e Bigger areas can be restricted (e.g. based on administrative /
geographical borders)

e [ow risk commodities may be traded under certain additional
health conditions (risk mitigation)

e Enhanced surveillance inside and outside the infected region
(e.g. serological tests)




Regionalisation in the EU:
transparency

eClear defined roles of Member States and Commission

eRapid flow of information to Member States, trading partners
and international organisations

eFast track/emergency procedure if needed (even within 24h)
eimmediately applicable

eStanding Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (PAFF)
eEnhanced information Exchange




Reglonallsatlon i&the EU:
transparency and enhanced
information exchange

- Full use of WAHIS
- Own notification system ADNS

- The faxes or info notes on animal health
emergencies
e To who? All trading partners

e How many?
ASF: 83 in 2017
Al: 225 in 2017




Regionalisation and international trade

Transparency

Quality of veterinary services

Fulfilling of OIE standards

Clear criteria to define infected/free- regions
Measures to maintain free-status of regions
Surveillance in and outside the infected regions

The EU fully accepts regionalization in third countries
exporting to the EU on the base of these principles
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One size does not fit all.

National measures and
contingency plans

are based on harmonised
Zlrules but take account

of regional situations, for

example livestock density.
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Examples of current
regionalization In
the EU
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Bluetongue

Restricted zones* as of 17 may 2017
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* as defined in Article 2 (d) of
Commission  Regulation  No
1266/2007: geographic areas
where surveillance and/or
protection zones have been
demarcated by the Member
States in accordance with Article
8 of Council Directive
2000/75/EC.
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This map includes information on the bluetongue virus serotypes circulating in each
restricted zone, which permits, for the purposes of Articles 7 and 8 of Regulation No
1266/2007, the identification of the restricted zones demarcated in different Member States
where the same bluetongue virus serotypes are circulating.
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Examples of“t£U successfu
regionalization in the past

Wild Bird Collections as at 18th March 2008
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LSD zoning

European
Commission

(LSD Decisions voted in PAFF 13-14 Sep 2016)

Free zones with

Vaccination (Part I):

» Croatia

» Bulgaria (certain areas
in the North and East
part)

Infected zones (Part Il):

» Continental Greece
(including the island of
Limnos)

» Bulgaria (excluding the
"free with vaccination"
zones

E Free with

Vaccination zone

- Infected zone

O LSD outbreaks
2015-Sep 2016 (ADNS)




Conclusions

Key elements for successful regionalisation
are:

Flexibility / predictability
Transparency

Risk based / proportionality
Rapidity




Conclusion

Regionalisation can be a highly efficient instrument
if it is part of a comprehensive veterinary control

system.
Sources of Information:

Website DG Health and Food Safety:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals_en




